
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay. 
Excused:  Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 4, 2015 meeting as presented.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried 3-0-2 abstentions (DeFeo, Natelli). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
1. David Zoni re Knocker Ball at the Drive-In.  Mr. Zoni spoke on behalf of the Drive-In Committee to 
ask permission to use the field adjacent to the drive-in on Saturday nights in addition to the movie venue 
for Knocker Ball.  The owner would bring the equipment which basically consists of large balls (think 
giant clear beach ball) with a hole in it.  Your feet are out but you are inside with handles.  People bump 
into each other and play soccer.  Mr. Zoni said you can check it out on YouTube.  It would not damage 
the field.  Chairman Fasulo, a member of the Drive-In Committee, said he spoke with the owner.  It is up 
to him.  We will not provide volunteers.  We could try it for a couple of Saturdays and see how it goes.  It 
would probably start around 6 or 6:30.  Commissioner Natelli said his only concern is liability.  The 
owner would provide insurance.  Mr. Lapreay was asked to check with the Town Attorney to be sure it’s 
okay.  Mr. Zoni said the intent is to see how it goes.  The Drive-In Committee would receive something 
back, probably a percentage of sales (charge is about $10 to play).  Mr. Zoni commented that when there 
are extremely popular movies playing, such as Frozen, people come very early so the committee wants to 
have some entertainment.  Commissioner Romano is not against the idea but asked what happens if 
someone should get hurt or become very ill while playing?  That is up to the owner to handle.  It is his 
business.  Commissioner Romano made a motion pending Mark Sciota’s having an opportunity to review 
it, to allow the Drive-In Committee to use the field for the purpose of playing Knocker Ball.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Natelli and carried unanimously. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on the following. 
 
Programs update:   
Playground camp registration opened online on Saturday and all four sessions sold out in an hour.  We do 
have a waiting list should any spots open up.  The price is very reasonable - $120 for a two-week session 
and the last session is one week at $60. 
 
Summer Theater:  Online registration opens April 13.  This also goes very quickly.  If any spaces left, we 
will take registration in the office. 
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Men’s and Women’s Softball:  Registration ended and games start on April 27.  There are 35 men’s teams, 

same as last year.  There are 9 women teams (10 last year).  Umpires had about 6-7 meetings with Lou 
Urso.  Training is going well.  Mr. Lapreay has a Managers Meeting tomorrow night.  He does not see 
any issues at all.  In response to a question, only two umpires dropped out of the program once it changed.  
Commissioner Natelli said that there are mandatory course hours for all types of sports nowadays.  It’s a 
good thing.   
 
Tennis Camp: Mr. Lapreay will be setting that up at the high school.  Registration starts next week but not 
online.  It is by mail or in the office. 
 
Youth Basketball Clinic with Mike Forgone at the high school.  It is a free clinic for kids in grades 4-8. 
 
Kids’ Series is almost all booked up.  Mr. Lapreay scheduled about 8 programs and the booking agent 
handles the rest.  Once he receives the schedule it will be announced.  The program starts the end of June. 
 
Fishing Course was held at the Police Department training room last Sunday.  There were about 14-15 
attendees. It was a four-hour seminar for parents and kids to teach the basics of fishing.  This was a state 
program and Mr. Lapreay is trying to get on board with other state programs.  He is still waiting to hear 
back about stocking Crescent Lake, but they are having budget issues.  We may have to do something on 
our own within our budget. 
 
Golf Lessons:  Mr. Lapreay teamed up with Hawk’s Landing for two sessions of four weeks each.  First 
session is April 19 and then May 31.  This is for adults.  It is a good clinic at $120. 
 
Music on the Green:  All sponsorships are in.  We will be sending out the band contracts.  We need one 
more band and Jerry Limmer is working on that.  Brochures will be made up right after that.  Series starts 
May 27th. 
 
Middle School Movie Night was on March 21st.  There were 13 attendees.  It was a nice setup; Mr. 
Lapreay is not giving up on it.  The schools did an email blast to parents and they were supposed to 
remind the students during morning announcements. 
 
Soccer field lighting at Recreation Park: We are hoping to have the work started within the next week and 
a half.  It has been very wet.  Once started, it should take two weeks to complete. 
 
Pickle Ball:  Mr. Lapreay contacted M&M out of Bristol.  They will meet in the next couple of weeks at 
Panthorn.  It can be done over what we have now.  He will ask for a price.  If it is reasonable, we may do 
it.  It is not in the budget.  Commissioner Galati gave a brief summary of what pickle ball is for the 
members who were not at the last meeting.  It is extremely popular with older people.  Following 
conversation, Mr. Lapreay said he was considering one marking out just one court, depending on cost, 
and see what the interest is. 
 
Bread for Life: At the last meeting the board discussed Bread for Life’s request to provide lunches for the 
camp program.  Originally it was to be for everyone.  After talking again with Mr. Hafford, it is just for 
the kids that qualify for scholarships.  Mr. Lapreay said they come from Community Services who 
handles the qualifying paperwork for scholarships.  In the past few years there have only been probably 
two kids per session on scholarship.  Commissioner Galati spoke about his experience while volunteering 
with Bread for Life and the lunch program at Wheeler Village.  He emphasized that you can’t distinguish 
who is getting a free lunch and who is not.  Others agreed.  Another consideration is that this late in the 
planning, we did not have anything on the registration form to indicate if a child’s parent would want to 
sign up for a boxed lunch if the Bread for Life program was open to all campers.  Discussion followed.  
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Commissioner Natelli made a recommendation that at least for this year we not explore that project.  It 
could be brought up again in the fall if interested for next year’s program.  Everyone agreed with the 
recommendation. 
 
Rental Fees for Field Use:  Mr. Lapreay said he is still gathering ideas and hopes to bring something to 
the next meeting.  The charge would be for for-profit groups.  He is finding that other towns charge per 
hour or a percentage of the registration. 
 
Signs:  Mr. Lapreay ordered 35 more Tobacco Free Zone signs.  They should arrive in a few days and Mr. 
Manware’s crew will hang them up. 
 
Wint Filipek Tennis Tournament:  Mr. Lapreay said this is an annual event.  We have been donating 
tennis balls each year.  Mr. Filipek donates scholarships to the high school.  Mr. Lapreay asked the 
board’s permission to donate again this year; usually it is 3-4 cases.  Everyone agreed to go ahead. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
 
Mr. Manware submitted a written report for the meeting. Commissioners took a few minutes to review it.  
 
Some items on the report included: 
* Ice rink closed for the season and will be broken down and stored once melting is complete. 
* Rec Park basketball courts cleared for play. 
* Memorial Park Phase I is slated for Town Council presentation by TO Design at the end of the month.  

Mr. Lapreay showed some pictures of what the splash pad and pool house would look like.  
Commissioners liked what they saw.  Mr. Lapreay noted that after Council approval it would go out to 
bid shortly thereafter.  Some changes may have to occur due to cost.  Commissioner Romano mentioned 
that there will be a sidewalk through our park from the neighborhood behind.  Mr. Lapreay said the 
designer knew that initially. 

* Tree management in parks, greens, linear trail and pear pruning downtown is complete. 
* Mr. Manware is working with James Brino on his Eagle Scout project beautifying the Rochambeau 

Monument.  Questions arose about the project.  Pictures were attached to the report.  Mr. Lapreay 
believed it was being handled with Mr. Manware but he would check that. 

 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Meetings with the Leagues.  Chairman Fasulo brought up the plan of meeting with the leagues 
before the next few meetings to explain about the subsidies that will take place in the fiscal year 2016-
2017 budget process so they can be prepared.  He will provide information to commission members.  
Discussion followed on how many leagues should be invited to each meeting.  After much discussion, it 
was decided to split it into three meetings.  The first one would be the May meeting with an early start to 
the regular meeting.  The soccer and football leagues would be invited to that meeting.  Mr. Lapreay will 
see that a notice is sent to the Town Clerk with the early start time (6:00 p.m.) following the notice 
guidelines.  All agreed that the focus of the meetings would be about getting to know them and their 
needs and to let them know that commission members would be attending their meetings.  Chairman 
Fasulo asked commissioners to let Mr. Lapreay know if they have a preference of which league meeting 



4-1-15 Park Board Minutes  4 

 

they would like to attend and he would set up a schedule.  Most of the leagues have websites but Mr. 
Lapreay would also email commissioners the next league event/meeting dates. 
 
2. Light Project.  Commissioner DeFeo asked about the lights at the soccer field and the league 
subsidy.  Mr. Lapreay said they have to pay it back in 15 years, a certain amount each year, and it can be 
paid any time during the year.  Mr. Lapreay stated that the rest of the light project is on hold on our end.  
Eversource did a study to see what we need, and it could be quite costly due to the scope of what would 
need to be done.  If the leagues want to do it on their own, they can with approval of this board of course. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Natelli and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


